
RESOLUTION

NO. 2018 / 11 / 01
OUT OF ORDER

To the HonorableNHCHAEL HERRELL, CHAIRMAN, and Membersof the Hawkins County Board of
Commissionersin RegularSession,met this 26thdayof November2018

RESOLUTION IN REF: TO EXPRESSOPPOSITIONTO DOWNGRADE OF HOLSTON VALLEY /
WELLMONT HOSPITAL TO LEVEL THREE TRAUMA CENTERAND
CLOSUREOF NICU (NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT).

WHEREAS,BalladHealthhasannouncedthat theTraumaCenteratHoistonValley / Weilmont
Hospitalwill be downgradedfrom aLevel One to Level ThreeTraumaCenterandthat theNICU will be
closed;and,

WHEREAS,The SullivanCountyBoardof Commissionershasalsovotedto expressOppositionto this
downgradeof theTraumaCenterandclosureof the NICU; and,

WHEREAS,HawkinsCountyhasan Industrial Parkcontainingmany manufacturingfacilitiesand
alsoan explosivemanufacturingplant locatedin Kingsport,HawkinsCountyTennesseeandif anaccident
occurredat suchmanufacturingfacilitiesmanyliveswould be in jeopardydueto the additionaltransporttime
involved to taketheseseverelyinjured individualsto otherlocations;and

WHEREAS,The citizensof HawkinsCountywould be adverselyaffectedby such adowngradeand
closure.

NOW THEREFOREBE IT RESOLVEDthat theBoardof CountyCommissionersof HawkinsCounty
Tennessee,assembledin RegularSessionherebyauthorizestheHawkinsCountyMayor to notify BalladHealth
andanyandall oversightcommitteesandboardsof Ballad Healthfor the Stateof TennesseethatHawkins
Countyopposesthedowngradeof HolstonValley! WellmontTraumaCenterfrom Level Oneto Level Three
andalsoopposedthe closureof the NICU locatedin Kingsport,Tennessee.Furthermore,HawkinsCounty
Board of Commissionersis very concernedaboutthe closureanddowngradingof medicalfacilities in Sullivan
CountyandherebyrequestthatHawkinsCountybe involved in thesedecisionshenceforth.
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