
RESOLUTION
NoI~0(1/ IC a’ 61
Out-of-order

To the HONORABLE MELVILLE BAILEY, Chairman, and Members of the Hawkins County Board of

Commission in Regular Session, met this 23th day of October, 2017.

RESOLUTION IN REF: AUTHORIZATION TO ALLOW JESSEE AND JESSEE, AND THE JESSEE
LAW OFFICE, ATTORNEYS AT LAW, TO INSTITUTE A LAWSUIT AGAINST
DISTRIBUTORS AND ANY OTHERS AS DEEMED NECESSARY, OF OPIOID
DRUGS OR NARCOTICS

WHEREAS, an opioid epidemic has existed and presently exists in Hawkins County, Tennessee as a result of the
abuse and overtaking of these medications; and

WHEREAS, this epidemic constitutes a hazard to the public health and safety of the citizens of Hawkins County,
Tennessee and thus becomes a public nuisance; and

WHEREAS, the Hawkins County Board of Commissioners asserts that the County has suffered damages as result of
the opioid abuse through hospital and medical costs, harm and injury to its citizens, and curtailment of employment
thereby affecting the health and safety adversely of many of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Public Safety Committee is recommending this resolution.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hawkins County Board of Commissioners hereby does authorize
the Law Firm of Jessee and Jessee and the Jessee Law Office, Attorneys at Law, to institute legal action against the
distributors, and any others as deemed necessary in the supply chain, in regard to the opioid drug issue that has
become a nuance in Hawkins County, for the purpose of seeking damages which Hawkins County, Tennessee has
and will suffer as setout aforesaid. This authorization is contingent upon the agreement to and execution attached
herewith in the “Authority to Represent” by the Law Firm of Jessee and Jessee and the Jessee Law Firm, and the
County Mayor which shall include, inter alia, that Jessee and Jessee shall be solely responsible for any and all
expenses, discretionary expenses if same is award d by the court to the Defendants, as set out in the contract.

FURTHER, the commission agrees that the Law Firm of Jessee and Jessee and the Jessee Law Firm shall have a
contingent fee of 33 1/3% of any amounts collected and be reimbursement their expenses, as set out in the contract.
There is no fee in the event there is no award of damages.

See attached “Authority to Represent” agreement.

Introduced By Esq. Bob Palmer, Chrmn Public safety comm

By:

U

ACTION: AYE NAY PASSED

Roll call _________________________

Voice Vote ________________________

Absent
COMMITIEE ACTION

Seconded By Esq._

Date

Chairman



AUTHORITY TO REPRESENT

RE: HawkinsCountyCommissioncivil suitagainstthoselegallyresponsiblefor
thewrongful distributionof onioidsin HawkinsCountyanddamages
causedthereby.

TheHawkinsCountyCommissionis apublic corporationwhichmay sueandplead
in its own name. The Hawkins County Commission is vestedwith the power all
superintendenceand administrationof the internal police and fiscal affairs of Hawkins
County. A county commissiononly haspowersexpresslyconferredby the Tennessee
Constitutionand ourStateLegislature,or powersreasonablyandnecessarilyimplied for
exerciseofthoseexpressedpowers.

TheHawkinsCountyCommissionherebyretainsThomaslessee,amemberofthelaw
firm of ThomasC. lessee,LLC dlb/aJessee& JesseeAttorneysandCrystal Jesseed/b/a
JesseeLaw Office to pursueall civil remediesagainstmanufacturersandall entitiesin the
chainof distributionandresponsiblefor the opioid epidemicwhich is plaguingHawkins
County including,butnot limited to, filing aclaim forpublic nuisanceto abatethedamages
causedthereby.At therequestoftheCountyCommission,theundersignedwill notsueany
locally ownedandlocally managedpharmacies.ThomasC. lesseeandCrystal (1. Jessee
shall serveasleadcounsel.

Inconsideration,theHawkinsCountyCommissionagreesto payonethird (33 1/3%)
ofthetotal recovery(gross)asanattorneyfeewhethertheclaim is resolvedby compromise,
settlement,or trial and verdict (and appeal).Thereis no fee if thereis no recovery.The
HawkinsCountyCommissionacknowledgesthatthis feeis reasonablegiventheanticipated
time and labor required,the novelty and difficulty of the questionsinvolved, the skill
requisite to perform the legal serviceproperly, the likelihood that the acceptanceof the
particularemploymentwill precludeotheremploymentby the lawyers,andtheexperience,
reputation,andability ofthe lawyeror lawyersperformingtheservice.

The law firms agreeto advanceall necessarylitigation expensesnecessaryto
prosecutetheseclaimsincludinganydiscretionarycoststhatmaybetaxedagainsttheClient.
All suchlitigation expenseswill be deductedfrom anyrecoveryafterthecontingentfeeis
calculated.Thereis no reimbursementof litigation expensesif thereis no recovery.The
division of fees, expensesand labor betweenthe law finns will be decidedby private
agreementbetweenthe law firms.

TheHawkinsCountyCommissionauthorizesThomasC. Jessee,LLC d/b/aJessee&
lesseeAttorneysandtheJesseeLaw Office to retainothercounselto participatein thejust
prosecutionofthiscase.In no eventwill thefeechargedbeincreasedby theadditionofother
counselandthedivision ofsuchfeesshallbe determinedby privateagreementbetweenthe
law firms. If theundersignedcounseldoesin factretainothercounselto participatein the
prosecutionofthiscase,thiscontractwill beamendedto reflectthenamesofthecounselthat
will be workingwith theundersignedin this matter.

ThomasC. lessee,LLC dlb/a lessee& lesseeAttorneysandthelesseeLaw Office
shall keepthe Hawkins CountyCommissionreasonablyinformedaboutthe statusof the
matterinamaimerdeemedappropriatebytheClient.TheClient at all times shallretainthe



authorityto decidethedispositionofthecaseandmaintainabsolutecontrolofthe litigation.

Upon conclusionof this matter, ThomasC. Jessee,LLC dfb/a lessee& Jessee
AttorneysandthelesseeLaw Office shallprovidetheHawkins CountyCommissionwith
awrittendisbursementstatementstatingtheoutcomeofthematterand,if thereis arecovery,
showingtheremittancedueto theclientandthemethodofdeterminationofthesamebefore
anymoniesaredisbursedfrom therecovery.

Nothing in thisAgreementandnothingin theAttorneys’statementto theClientmay
beconstruedasapromiseorguaranteeabouttheoutcomeofthismatter.TheAttorneysmake
no suchpromisesorguarantees.TheAttorneys’commentsabouttheoutcomeofthis matter
areexpressionsofopiniononly andtheAttorneysmakeno guaranteesasto theoutcomeof
anylitigation, settlementor trial proceedings.

Clientshallcooperatewith theAttorneysbyprovidedtheAttorneyswith accessto key
employeesof Hawkins County governmentincluding the sheriff, chiefjailer, and other
employeesfor purposesof gatheringsufficient infonnationto determinetheextentof the
damageincurredby theexistenceof thepublicnuisance.TheClient shallalsocooperatein
providinginformationon otherprogramsin whichthe Clientparticipatesconcerningdrug
addictionwhich would providetheAttorneyswith informationthatwould allow themto
betterdescribetheimpactof thedrug addictionon HawkinsCountyandthemethodology
that hasbeenapproachedfor dealingwith thesamethat is alreadyin place.

SIGNED,this _____ Dayof ,2017.

HAWKJNS COUNTY COMMISSION

Accepted:

ThomasC. lessee,LLC d/b/alessee& lesseeAttorneys

By:____________
ThomasC. Jessee

lesseeLaw Office

By:____________
Crystal 0. lessee


